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DETAILED ACTION 



Claims 1-11 are pending. 



Priority 



Claim to provisional application 60/210879 has been made in this application. 
The effective filing date for the subject matter defined in the pending claims in the 
application is 06/09/2000. 



The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because of undue length. Correction 
is required. Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of 
the disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 1 50 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 



Specification 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 -11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Lenz (US Patent 6,029,196) and further in view of Parulski et al. (US Patent 
5241659). 

In reference to claim 1, Lenz discloses a system to automatically configure 
client's preferences and settings through a server across a network. The invention 
eliminates the need for manually updating preferences on each individual computer 
system upon use. Lenz teaches: 

• Transferring user preferences from one computer to another, "The users can 

store their own configurations and preferences on a central server instead of only 

on the local machine, thereby enabling the users to move freely between 

machines"(column 5 lines 13-15). 

However, Lenz does not teach the application of a transportable data storage 
medium to save user preferences and subsequently transferring these user-defined 
configurations to other computer systems. Nonetheless this feature would have been an 
obvious modification to the aforementioned system disclosed by Lenz as evidenced by 
Parulski et al. 

In an analogous art, Parulski et al shows a system to store user customized 
image parameter data on a storage device in order to augment the limited memory of a 
CD playing device. This system includes: 
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• A transportable data storage medium, "the use of an auxiliary removable memory 
to store customized image parameter data... "(column 1 lines 8-9). 

• Recording on the transportable data storage medium, at a first computer, 
information relating to a user's computer configuration preferences, "This 
auxiliary, removable memory module permits the user to save customized image 
parameter data that the user has input to the microcontroller (as by way of a user 
interface, such as a hand-held remote control unit)"(column 3 lines 47-51). 

• Receiving the transportable data storage medium at a second computer; and at 
least temporarily configure the second computer in accordance with the 
information stored in the transportable medium, "The cartridge can be then 
removed from the playback device and inserted into that or another playback 
device for controlling its operation"(column 3 lines 51-54). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to apply auxiliary removable memory devices to save user 
preferences for compact disc players as shown by Parulski et al to the 
implementation of automatic computer system configuration disclosed by Lenz. 

The modification would have been obvious because one of ordinary skill in the 
art would have been motivated to apply a removable storage medium to load 
additional user configuration items not stored on the server to currently used 
computers. As a result, this application would increase the amount of available 
internal memory on the server and extend the functionality of the system to 
computers that are frequently connected and disconnected to the network. 
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In reference to claims 2 -4, Lenz teaches loading common configuration information 
(column 4 line 1) to various computers and discloses these customized preferences are 
inclusive of: 

• Wired or wireless network or dial-up communications preferences, "E-mail 
addresses which is used as part of the configuration settings on the Client to set 
preferences for the Client's Internet browser"(column 3 lines 42-45). 

• One or more user files or information relating to a user file, "the client's lock 
files"(column 1 line 59). 

Lenz does not explicitly show transferring desktop graphical interface preferences 
between clients. However, Lenz does disclose that "one skilled in the art will readily 
appreciate that, although many facets of the Internet are mentioned as applications for 
the invention, the same concepts of invention apply to other applications and fields as 
well" (column 3 lines 56-59). 

In addition, Lenz does not show storing the previously specified user settings to a 
transportable medium. However, as applied to claim 1 , Parulski et al shows utilizing a 
storage device to save customization information (column 3 lines 47-51). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to save preferences such as desktop graphical interface preferences, wireless 
network communication and user files to an auxiliary memory device. A person having 
ordinary skill in the art would have readily recognized that it would not be as 
advantageous to store configuration information that remains generally constant from 
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user to user. Thusly, one of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to use 
this application in order for the automatic configuration to include such settings that are 
commonly unique to a specific user and subject to frequent modifications 



In reference to claim 5, Lenz explicitly teaches a method of transmitting user 
preferences from the remote location of a server, to configure the current user's client. 
Lenz discloses: 

• Accessing a remote location to a least temporarily configuring the second 
computer, "The client at start up, is optionally configured through a static 
server location file that points to the location of a of a server that is internal to 
the computer network site... The Server finds the configuration file and sends 
the configuration file to the client"(column 2 lines 66-67 and column 3 lines 1- 
6). 

In reference to claim 6, Lenz teaches that user settings and preferences used to 
configure the client system are stored on the server. 

• Remote location includes data or an application program desired by the user at 
the second computer, "The file resides on the server and contains information for 
setting the client's lock files e.g. preferences, configuration information, and 
software versions"(column 1 lines 58-61). 
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In reference to claim 7, Lenz teaches that the software and settings are loaded from 
the client through booting the computer and through the log-on process. 

• The step of at least temporarily configuring the second computer occurs through 
re-booting the second computer, "the client upon startup contacts the server for 
configuration information"(column 1 lines 65-66). 

• Or through a different user log-on, "This allows the users to move to different 
machines and always be able to log in as themselves if they point to that same 
server"(column 5 lines 12-13). 

In reference to claims 8 and 10, Parulski et al explicitly shows: 

• Storage medium uses a magnetic, optical, magneto-optical, or semiconductor 
device, "stored on a transportable medium, such as a write-once optical 
compact disc"(column 4 lines 63-65). 

• Storage medium is in the form of a disk or card, "transportable digital data 
storage medium, such as a 'smart card' or magnetic memory 
cartridge"(column 3 lines 43-46). 

In reference to claim 9, neither Lenz or Parulski et al shows prompting the user to 
remove a portable storage device. However, the examiner serves official notice that 
user prompts were well known and widely used in the art at the time of the invention. 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to apply user prompts to remove the transportable medium to implement 
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the method for customizing a client computer configuration as disclosed in Lenz. The 
modification would have been obvious because one of ordinary skill in the art would 
have been motivated to prompt the user to retain the storage medium in order to 
transfer the stored user unique identifier to other clients. Subsequently, configuring the 
currently used client computer system according to the user's preferences. 

In reference to claim 1 1 , Lenz discloses that the need for file updates are 
determined by the server and transmitted to a client to replace existing files (column 2 
lines 12-14). Lenz applies client file updates in said invention to avoid manually 
updating files and settings for each computer individually. Lenz does not show saving 
these updates to a storage device. Parulski et al, as applied to claim 1, discloses storing 
user preferences in an auxiliary memory device. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention to store update information to a transportable medium. The 
modification would have been obvious because one of ordinary skill in the art would 
have recognized that it is advantageous to save file updates in order to download the 
appropriate users most current configuration at all clients upon transfer. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LaShanya Nash whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
8910. The examiner can normally be reached on 9am-5pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenton Burgess can be reached on (703) 305-4792. The fax number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 746-7239. 

Any inquiry of a general nature relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
3900. 
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